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Call for Chapter Proposals 
 

Working title: Ethical Review in Practice 
Editors: Lucy Pickering and Helen Kara 

 
Research ethics approval is a key part of the process for many researchers. The 
small but growing body of research on this shows that experiences are not always 
smooth (see, for example, Perry 2011; Andersson 2016; Pickering 2018; Aldridge 
2024; Bandula-Irwin 2024; Bishop et al 2024). In this book, we aim to contribute to 
the literature on research ethics processes by identifying the lessons that can be 
learned not only from negative experiences, but also positive and mixed encounters, 
and unpacking tensions between the responsibilities of different actors in ethical 
governance and management. Policy Press, an imprint of Bristol University Press, 
has expressed interest in seeing a proposal for this book. 

The book is intended for people working in academia, health authorities, and other 
contexts where research is conducted. Readers might include: 

 
 Doctoral students and others who need to learn about research ethics 
 Members of research ethics committees (RECs), institutional review boards 

(IRBs), and equivalent bodies 
 University managers 
 People going through ethics with a complex problem 
 Independent, community-based, practitioner and other researchers and their 

managers 
 People setting up ethics committees 

 
We are seeking proposals on good, bad and mixed experiences of working with or in 
RECs/IRBs from all research sectors, including navigating multiple RECs/IRBs. 
Projects may include quantitative, qualitative, or mixed data or approaches. We would 
like to hear stories of your positive, negative, or mixed experiences of going through 
the research ethics process, and your reflections on the relationship between ethics 
and responsibility. We are particularly keen to receive submissions from researchers in 
or from the majority world and researchers from underserved groups. 

 
Please send us an outline of no more than 500 words covering the following points: 

 
1. Name(s) 
2. Where you are based now 
3. Which REC(s)/IRB(s) you belonged to or applied to 
4. Brief details of your work: location(s), topic(s), method(s), and any other relevant 

information 
5. What happened 
6. What you learned from that 
7. How that learning could be applied in other contexts 

 
If you have queries, or to submit your proposal, please contact Lucy Pickering at 
lucy.pickering@glasgow.ac.uk. The deadline is midnight GMT on Sunday 30 
November. If you would like a PDF of this call, click here. 
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